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Planting Peonies
To plant a peony:

1. Dig a hole 18 inches deep and 18 inches wide.

2. Break up any large clods of soil and add organic matter, if needed.

3. Add ¼ cup 5-10-5 fertilizer to half the soil and place this soil into the bottom of the hole.

4. Add soil without fertilizer to adjust soil height so the peony may be properly placed.

5. Plant the peony so that the eyes are approximately 1-1 ½ inches below the surface.

6. Water thoroughly. 

Where to plant:

Select a sunny, well-drained location for your peonies. They will tolerate some shade, but should have at least a half-day of sunshine.  Do not plant near large trees or heavy shrubs where they would be robbed of necessary moisture and plant food.  Plants may be spaced from two to four feet apart according to effect desired.  If you wish to develop large specimen clumps, space them four feet apart.  Peonies prefer a soil that tests 6.5 pH.

Fertilizing:

If your ground has been properly enriched at planting time, there will be little need for further fertilization for some years.  The type of soil will determine the frequency.  Keep all fertilizer away from the crowns of the plants. There are no feeding roots there.  Spread it over the area where the roots grow, from six to eighteen inches from the crown and thoroughly incorporate it with the soil.  Use it with discretion.  Over-fertilized plants will not bloom well.  About half a handful of commercial fertilizer or one or more of bone-meal to a plant will be plenty.

Watering:

Water your peony plants immediately after planting so that the soil settles well around the roots.  During the spring months, there is usually enough moisture in the ground for peony plants, but if several weeks pass without rain, give them a good watering once during the dry summer months after the peonies have bloomed to insure a good crop of flowers the following year.

Winter protection:

Established plants need no winter protection.  After the first heavy frost when the foliage has turned brown in fall, cut the plants down as near to the ground as possible. 

After several years’ growth, peonies may need to be divided for optimum bloom.  This is best done in fall.

To divide a peony:

1. Cut plant stems down to ground level.

2. Carefully dig plants and shake gently to remove soil.

3. Cut clump into sections making sure that each section has 3 to 5 eyes and a portion of the root system. 

