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PEAR TREE CARE SHEET
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Zone 5-8

Slow Growth

Deciduous Tree

Full Sun/Part Shade

Average Moisture

Well-Drained Soil

PLANTING

1. Pear trees are deep rooted

2. Will grow in any soil but do best in rich, heavy loam

3. Plant in the spring-plant same depth as in container

4. Cut back top to 3’

5. Requires cross pollination-best to plant 2-3 trees spaced 16’-20’ apart

6. Keep soil consistently moist to prevent premature fruit drop

7. Fruit may need some shade during hot summers

8. Excess nitrogen causes fire blight so feed only if the soil is lacking

PRUNING
1. Prune in late winter to early spring when trees are dormant

2. Two basic pruning cuts:

A. Thinning cuts remove wood to stop growth

1. Cuts are made at base of branch or sucker leaving no bud to sprout

2. Make all cuts at an angle close to nodes where new shoots will grow

3. Remove any dead or damaged wood

4. Remove any branches growing towards trunk or pointing downward to soil
5. Remove any branches that cross each other

6. Snip off any thin twigs and remove any suckers

                       B. Heading cuts shorten branches to stimulate new growth

                            1. Newly planted pears-cut back top to 3’-this cuts off terminal buds to 

   stimulate growth of branches to either side
                            2. Lateral buds are spaced along the length of the branch

                            3. Cutting off branch just above lateral bud will direct new growth in
                                the direction the bud is growing
                4. Make pruning cuts to buds on the outside of  branches so new growth

                               is directed away from the center of the tree
3. Train pear trees to a central leader

A. This shapes the tree into one straight trunk with whorls of branches

around it spaced 6”-10” apart vertically

                       B. This creates a pyramidal shape

           4. Mature trees require fruit thinning to achieve the best production

                       A. Thin fruit just after tree’s natural fruit drop

                       B. Remove any underdeveloped, infested, or diseased fruit

                       C. Remove all but one fruit in a cluster of healthy fruit

                       D. Thin remaining fruits so spaced 6” apart
HARVEST
1. Trees bear fruit in 5-6 years

2. Fruit ripens August-September

3. Pick by hand 1-2 weeks before completely ripe-lift and twist instead of pulling fruit

4. Fruit ripens at room temperature

5. Fruit may be stored in a cool, dry place and brought out as needed to ripen

6. Unripe pears can be refrigerated for months and brought out to ripen a week before needed

CULTIVAR
‘Moonglow’     Zone 5-8    30’Height

           This pear variety fruits early, mid-August, and has a good level of disease resistance. It has beautiful white/pink flowers with soft, red-blush colored fruit. These pears are good for eating or canning. ‘Moonglow’ is a good pollinator for other pear varieties.

PESTS
           Plum curculio larvae-Sevin (when beetles are active/following spring)

           Codling moth-Sevin (onset of damage/following spring)

           Spider mites-Sevin (first sign of mites/horticultural oil (fall)

           Pearleaf blister mite-lime-sulfur (fall)/horticultural oil (following spring)

           Leafroller-Sevin (following spring)

           Pearslugs-Sevin (at onset of infestation)

           Scale-horticultural oil/Sevin (spring to kill crawlers)

DISEASES
           Scab-Mancozeb fungicide

           Fire blight-Liquid Copper 9Following spring)/bactericide with streptomycin

             (during bloom period)

           Fabraea leaf spot-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (at onset/following spring)
