
How to Plant a Container Rose
Step 1. Dig the hole
Dig a hole that is twice as wide and deep as the container. Incorporate organic material such as manure, shredded leaves or peat moss (potting soil can also be used) into the existing soil making sure that the hole is still deep enough. 

Step 2. Remove the rose from the container
If the soil in the container looks very dry, be sure to water it well before planting. Remove the rose from the container and prune any canes that are broken, injured or are thinner than a pencil. Be sure to loosen the roots if they are thick and root bound.

Step 3. Planting
Place the rose in the center of the hole making sure that the bud union (the knobby part of the stem base) is at the correct level. In zones 6-10, the bud union should be about 1" above the soil surface. In zones 5 and under, it's a good idea to bury the bud union 1" or so under the soil surface.
Step 4. Back Fill
Back fill hole with soil, firming into place, adding more soil as needed.

Step 5. Watering and Mulching
Water thoroughly around base of plant allowing it to soak in. Repeat as necessary. 

Step 6. Check In
For the next couple weeks, check in and water plant as needed to ensure it stays healthy. Mulch around plant to help retain moisture and reduce weeds

How to Prune a Rose

Why?
Generous and proper pruning creates bigger plants and eventually more flowers per plant. Selective pruning of top growth can produce bigger, but fewer, blooms. Don't be nervous about pruning - there is no evidence that anyone ever killed a plant with pruning shears!

When?
In general, most roses should be pruned in early spring just before new red growth emerges. This ensures that the rose will have a good habit and healthy blooms throughout the season. 

Old-fashioned roses and climbers that bloom only once a year should be pruned immediately after flowering since they bloom on wood from the previous year's growth. 

How?
To prune roses you'll need sharp curved-edge pruning shears, long-handled lopping shears and leather gardening gloves. In general, all roses should be pruned by making cuts at a 45º angle. 

Step 1. Pick 4-6 branches: Pick 4-6 sturdy, healthy green branches that form a nice vase shape. These branches should be open in the center with no crossing. These will be the only remaining branches when you have completed all of your pruning. If you are pruning landscape shrub roses, you really don't need to follow the next steps. You can simply prune or shear the shrub down to about 1/3 or 1/2 it's current height.
Step 2. Remove Deadwood: Deadwood is usually blackened and most often will break away easily if pulled. Cut at the base, making sure not to damage the bud union.

Step 3. Remove Canes that are Thinner than a Pencil: Prune canes at the base, making sure not to cut into the bud union.

Step 4. Remove Canes for Good Circulation: Prune away any canes that cross or rub against each other. Cut at the base, making sure not to damage the bud union. This will promote good air circulation and will help prevent disease and pests.

Step 5. Shorten Canes: Shorten the 4-6 remaining healthy canes to 1 to 4 feet, depending on the mature height of the rose and your personal preferences. Generally, this reduces the height of the 

Step 6. After the First Flush of Flowers have Faded: Below each spent blossom, prune just above the first set of 5 leaflets. This will encourage another round of flowers. 

How to Care for a Rose

Fertilize Regularly
The first feeding of your roses should be done when the bush first leafs out. For the remainder of the growing season, fertilize after each flush of blooms. Stop fertilizing about 2 months before the first frost. Use a commercial rose food or general-purpose fertilizer applied according to manufacturer instructions. Scratch dry fertilizers into the soil beneath the leaves - but not touching the canes or bud union - and water well.

Mulch Generously
Mulch helps minimize weeds, keeps the soil moist and loose, and adds essential nutrients. Organic mulch is best - try wood chips and shavings, shredded bark, pine needles, cottonseed or cocoa-bean hulls, chipped oak leaves or peat nuggets. Apply in the spring just as the soil warms and before weeds start to grow. (Mulch can also be applied anytime during the growing season provided weeds are removed and soil surface is lightly cultivated). Spread 2 to 4" over the rose bed, leaving some space open around the base of each rose. Replace mulch as it deteriorates during the year.

Water Adequately
Seldom can you rely on rainfall to be an adequate source of water for roses. The actual frequency of watering will depend on your soil and climate as well as the age of the plant. Try watering a few mornings a week - water slowly at the base of the plant, until the soil is wet 12 to 18" deep. Soaker hoses are helpful and prevent water from splashing onto foliage. Wet foliage is an invitation for rose diseases.

Prevent Pests
The best pest prevention for roses is achieved by selecting top-quality plants and properly caring for them. For more information about specific pests and controls for your area, check with your local garden center.

Prune to Promote Blooms
In general, most roses should be pruned in early spring (just after the last hard frost) before new red growth emerges. This ensures that the rose will have a good habit and healthy blooms throughout the season.

Old-fashioned roses and climbers that bloom only once a year should be pruned immediately after flowering since they bloom on wood from the previous year's growth. 
Generous and proper pruning creates bigger plants and eventually more flowers per plant. Selective pruning of top growth can produce bigger, but fewer, blooms. Don't be nervous about pruning - there is no evidence that anyone ever killed a plant with pruning shears!
