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How to Plant Rhododendrons and Azaleas

Rhododendrons prefer a porous, well-drained soil where there will be some high, broken shade.  Avoid planting too close to a house foundation, under a roof overhang or under trees that make dense shade or have shallow, aggressive root systems.

Dig a hole at least three times wider than the container or root ball of the plant and as deep as the container.  Work the soil into a fine texture adding organic matter if necessary.  Holly-Tone® works well for all acid loving plants because it contains micro-nutrients and may be added at the time of planting (see package directions). If the root ball has become compacted in the pot, rough up the sides with your hands.  Place the plant in the hole with the top of the root ball no lower than the soil surface.  Where drainage and soil aeration are poor and the summer temperatures high (generally in Southern gardens and in wet soil areas), the root ball should be set higher than the surrounding ground and the sides of the root ball filled in with a mixture of soil containing organic matter such as coarse pine bark or 3-IN-1 Garden Mix.  This creates a mounded planting and allows better drainage.

Pack the soil lightly and water well.  Rhododendrons are shallow rooted and must be watered frequently during dry weather.  After planting, the root ball usually dries faster than the surrounding soil.  Check the root ball frequently to prevent losses.  Water according to the requirements of the soil in the root ball rather than by the condition of surrounding soil. Generally, first year plants need to be watered every 7 to 10 days.  DO NOT OVER WATER PLANT!  DO NOT WATER EVERY DAY!
MULCH, DO NOT CULTIVATE!

After planting, mulch with bark, wood chips, pine needles or any other coarse organic material to conserve moisture, keep the soil cool and restrict the growth of weeds.  Rhododendrons and azaleas have shallow roots and therefore should NOT be cultivated.  Weeds may be pulled or shaved off with a sharp hoe.  Chemical weed killers may be used, but read all label directions.  

USE OF FERTILIZER

After the first year, fertilizers may be applied immediately after blooming and a light application again in the fall.  Base your use of fertilizer on what you have found to be good for your other garden plants. You may use Holly-Tone® or other granular, slow release fertilizer. Apply according to the package directions.  

Where soils are more alkaline (such as around limestone quarries) above pH 6, an iron chelate may be useful in maintaining a good green plant color.  If soil is very alkaline, sulfur applications may be necessary.  To have your soil tested contact the Jefferson County Extension Service. 569-2344 810 Barret Av. Louisville, Ky 40204 
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