Guide to Growing Great Daylilies





You CAN grow great-looking daylilies.





	Daylilies are among the most carefree and easy-to-grow perennials.  They are very tolerant of a wide range of conditions and are very forgiving of any mistakes you might make. But it really pays to give your daylilies the best growing conditions available.  They will respond accordingly. 


	The information in the brochure should tell you everything you need to know to get started growing great-looking daylilies.  


	We also encourage you to consider joining the American Hemerocallis Society.  Members receive quarterly issues of The Daylily Journal which contains many useful articles about daylily care and other daylily-related topics.  Members also have access to other publications, videos and slides and are invited to attend the Society’s annual National convention.  For more information contact: Elly Launius, Executive Secretary, American Hemerocallis Society, 1454 Rebel Drive, Jackson, MS 39211.





Planting Information





Where to plant


	Sun: Daylilies love sun, full sun if possible, but will tolerate part-shade conditions.  A general rule is to make sure they get at least 6 hours of direct sun a day.  Many darker colored varieties will benefit from partial shade in the hottest part of the day. 


	Soil: Daylilies will grow in a wide range of soils, from sand to heavy clay and in a wide range of soil pH.  There are steps you can take to improve your soil, especially if it is predominately clay or sand.  Clay soil can be improved by the addition of compost, humus or peat moss, or sand which will help to make it more friable.  Sandy soil will benefit from the addition of compost, humus or peat moss which will serve to increase water retention.


	Drainage: Daylilies should be planted in well-drained soil.  In problems areas, one way to achieve adequate drainage is to prepare raised beds.


	Other plants: To avoid root competition for water and nutrients, do not plant daylilies near shrubs or trees if possible.  If you can’t avoid it, be sure to give them extra water and fertilizer to make up for what the other plants take. 





How to Plant


Prepare your soil.  Hopefully you have worked your soil in preparation for the arrival of your daylilies.  If you haven’t already, work your ground and incorporate compost, good garden soil, peat moss, sand or well-rotted manure as available.


Dig a hole larger than the root mass.


Plant so that the crown of the plant, where to roots meet the leaves, is ½” to 1” below the soil surface.  This should be at approximately the same level that it was planted before, which you can determine from the band of white at the base of the foliage indicating the part of the plant that was underground.


Firm the soil and water your new plants in well.





Spacing


Daylilies come in a wide range of sizes, but here are some general guidelines for spacing:


		Small flowers and miniatures		16” to 24” 


		Large flowers				18” to 24”


		For a closed bed or border			12” to 18”


Some varieties increase very rapidly and will become crowded over time.  (Sooner the closer you plant them.)  If you notice a decrease in blooms because of crowding you will want to divide your daylilies.





Caring for your Daylilies





Water


	Water is essential for good performance.  In sufficient quantity, water helps ensure that you get as many blooms and as large blooms as possible.  It is most important that daylilies get sufficient water in the spring, when plants are making scapes and buds, and in summer during bloom season.  Daylilies can withstand drought conditions, but you will notice decreased numbers of blooms and smaller bloom sizes.


	A general rule is to try and give your daylilies an inch of water every week - 3 or 4 long waterings to let the water soak in deep.





Fertilizer


	What kind of fertilizer?  Because each garden has different soils with different nutrient needs, we hesitate to recommend a specific fertilizer for you to use on your daylilies.  In general, though, daylilies are not picky about their fertilizer, and for most home gardeners, a complete fertilizer such as 6-12-12 or 10-10-10 will do fine. 


	When to apply? Wait until your newly planted daylilies are established two to three weeks, before you fertilize them.  Then a single application of a complete fertilizer in the spring is sufficient for most gardens, although some gardeners choose to fertilize again in the late summer, early fall.





Mulch


	Mulching can be beneficial to your daylilies in several ways.  It can help by improving  your soil through the addition of organic material and by helping to retain moisture.  It also helps to discourage weeds and keep the soil cooler in the summer.  In colder climates, mulch offers protection against heaving of plants due to freezing and thawing and some protection against the cold.  





Dividing/Transplanting


	Daylilies are relatively easy to divide.  You can do so to have more plants to space around or to give to a friend.  You may also need to divide your older clumps if you notice that the bloom is suffering because of crowding.  


	Steps to divide:


Dig up your clump and remove as much dirt as you can.  This will make the roots easier to see.


Decide how small you want to divide your clump.  You can divide your daylilies until there is only one fan/division or choose to leave several together.  While you will get more plants if you divide them into small parts, it will take each part longer to get established.


Some varieties are easy to divide and you will be able to just pull them apart.  Others will require that you use a knife to twist and pry the plants apart or even a shovel or hatchet.  Be careful to leave roots attached to each top and vice versa.  It takes roots attached to a top to make a viable plant.





Grooming


	Dead-heading.  Many daylily growers remove the day’s bloom at the end of the day, called dead-heading, to give their gardens a neat appearance. 
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