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GRAPE CARE SHEET
American Grape
Vitas labrusca

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]
Zone 4-10

Fast Growth

Woody Perennial Vine

Full Sun

Moderate Moisture 

Well-Drained Soil

PLANTING

1. Choose a south or east facing slope with good air circulation-this helps pre-
vent mildew and rot

2. Soil needs to be slightly acidic to a neutral pH

3. Plant in late winter or early spring

4. Position lowest bud on trunk even with soil line and tamp soil lightly over roots-flood hole with water, repeating until soil settles at ground level

5. Mulch

CARE
1. Test soil every 3-5 years- highly fertile soil detracts from flavor

2. Winter-untie vines, bend to ground and cover with soil or straw

3. Provide windbreak in exposed areas

4. Spring-rake back mulch, add new compost or manure, remulch

5. Training to trellis

A. Begin winter after planting-Prune off all shoots but straightest cane to train as trunk-tie this loosely to support pole

B. When trunk reaches first wire on trellis (3’ above ground) in next season, prune out all but two branches to form two lateral arms-tie these in either direction along wire
C. Each year cut fruiting growth back to three nodes

D. When trunk reaches second wire (51/2’ above ground) select 2 more strong canes to train as arms-cut off top of trunk above wire

E. Each spring prune out all other canes from trunk and the suckers at the base

F. Grapes fruit on lateral shoots on current seasons’ woody growth

G. Prune grapes each year as close to the arms as possible to produce best fruit

6. Concorde grapes are cane pruned only

A. This leaves two whole canes from previous season and two additional 

canes near head of trunk-cut back to buds

B. Gather fruiting canes upward and tie together toward tip-let growth 

from renewal buds trail

C. 2-arm system-leave canes on only at top of wire

D. 4-arm and 6-arm system-leaves canes at two or three levels-use only

where vigorous top growth will not shade out canes at the bottom

HARVEST
1. Vines bear fruit in 2-3 years

2. Clip grape clusters with sharp scissors
CULTIVARS
‘Concorde’

           This is also known as American or fox grapes. It is adaptable to various soil conditions. This variety will require spraying for diseases for high yields of good quality grapes. The grapes are the slip-skin variety, meaning the skin is easily removed. The fruit has dark blue or purple skin, large seeds, and is highly aromatic. This variety is used to make jelly, juices, candy, and soft-drinks.

‘Concorde Seedless’  Zone 5-8

           This is the seedless variety of ‘Concorde’.  It ripens in the beginning of September. It is a blackish-blue grape used for jelly and juices.

‘Catawba’  Zone 5-8   15’-20’Height

           This variety is a fast climber fruiting in August-September. The purplish-red fruit is very sweet and used for wine, champagne, jams, jellies, and juice.

PESTS
           Grape berry moth-Sevin or Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (following spring)

           Grape flea beetle, aphids, leafhopper-Sevin

           Spider mites-Malathion

DISEASES
           Black rot-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (following spring)

           Anthracnose-lime-sulfur (following spring)

           Botrytis-Bonide Fruit Tree spray (at first sign of disease)

           Powdery Mildew-sulfur (at first sign of disease/following spring)

           Downy mildew-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray-(at first sign of disease/next spring)
