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Blackberry, Raspberry, & Boysenberry Care Sheet
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Zone 4-9

Average Growth

Woody Perennial Shrub

Full Sun

Average Moisture

PLANTING
1. Prefers long, mild springs and cool summer nights

2. Thrives in all but overly acidic soil-needs good drainage

3. Needs good air circulation to prevent disease

4. Plant away from patios, decks, and recreational areas

5. Plant 4’-6’ apart in early spring in moist soil one month before the first frost

6. Plant same depth as container

7. Blackberries are invasive-prune on regular basis

8. Blackberries are more tolerant of hot summers and are drought tolerant once established-Raspberries are the opposite
9. Mulch after planting

PRUNING
1. Prune unwanted blackberry canes underground

2. Prune out any stubs that do not sprout in early spring

3. Bears fruit on one-year old canes only

4. Top new canes to 6” to promote branching

5. Prune out one-year canes immediately after fruiting

6. Trailing types-prune 6”-10” in winter after first season and train onto trellis

7. Everbearing-Prune twice each season

A. Spring-remove old canes as well as damaged, diseased, or dead

B. Pinch tips of canes where fall crop was borne-new summer crop fruits on lower buds of the cane where previous fall crop developed

C. Immediately after harvesting summer crop, remove these canes entirely

                                                                                                                             HARVEST
1. Pick in morning when fruits are dry and cool

2. Place in shallow trays-fruits bruise easily and is highly perishable-Keep in shade and move to cool place quickly

3. Blackberries fruit the first year

4. Raspberries bear small crop the second year-full crop the third year

5. Raspberries will produce for 5-8 years

CULTIVARS
‘Thornless Boysenberry’  Zone 5-9

           The Boysenberry was introduced in 1923. The large, non-shiny, dark maroon berries are soft and juicy and very aromatic. They have a distinct rich and tangy flavor. The fruit ripens around July 1. This is a vigorous trailing vine that is hardy to -10 F without any protection. It is good for juices, freezing, canning, pastries, and preserves.
‘Thornless Black Satin’   Zone 6-9

           This blackberry vine produces large, firm, glossy black berries with a sweet flavor. They are good for jams, jellies, and pastries. This variety is a semi-erect, thornless vine with heavy yields. It has good disease resistance. Fruit ripens in July. It is hardy to -15 F.

‘Thornless Navaho’   Zone 6-10

           This blackberry produces small berries with superior flavor. It features upright canes with good disease resistance. It is self-supporting and fruit ripens around June 20.

‘Heritage’   Zone 3-8

           This raspberry produces large, bright red, firm berries. The fruit is good for freezing, jams, and jellies. It sends up vigorous upright canes that need no staking. A summer crop ripens around July 1 with a fall crop going from September 1 thru frost. Space these raspberries 3’ apart. Do not plant near tomatoes, potatoes, eggplants, or peppers. It is hardy to -20 F.

PESTS
           Mites-lime-sulfur (spring/Kelthane (at first notice of damage)

           Borers-Malathion (following spring)

DISEASES
           Leaf spot-Bonide Liquid Copper (August)

                           Bonide Liquid Copper mixed with horticultural oil (after harvest)

           Anthracnose-lime-sulfur (early spring) followed by Captan (spring)

           Powdery Mildew-lime-sulfur (fall and spring)

           Fruit rot- (Botrytis)-Captan (bloom through harvest)

           Cane and leaf rust-Bonide Liquid Copper (fall and spring)

