Wallitsch Nursery & Garden Center
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502-454-3553

BLUEBERRY CARE SHEET
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     Zone: 3-9

      Slow Growth

      Full Sun

      Moderate Moisture 

      Well-Drained, Acidic Soil

PLANTING

1. DO NOT add food to hole when planting
2. Spread roots when planting
3. Mulch
4. Keep consistently moist–needs 1”-2” of water weekly
5. Blueberries are self-pollinators but cross-pollination improves the yield-it is        best to have three varieties for cross-pollination
6. Feed and acidify soil each Spring with Holly Tone-apply to surface of mulch in a broad ring around the plant

         
7. Too much nitrogen will cause a low yield

         
8. Blueberries fruit on one-year old wood

           
9. Pinch developing fruit until plant is 3-4 years old to encourage growth

PRUNING

1. Prune in late winter when fully dormant -heavy pruning results in earlier ripening and large berries

         
2. Remove old canes annually

             A. First two years-remove weak, diseased, or damaged canes only

             B. After that, remove weak, diseased, damaged, and older canes

3. Prune out excess young canes-at the top of the plant, prune to reduce branch diversity

         
4. Mature plants should have 15-25 canes of varying ages

         
5. Canes will become less productive over a period of 5-6 years

HARVEST

1. Berries are ready to pick 2-4 months after flowering from June-September

         
2. Store unwashed berries in refrigerator up to one week

         
3. Rinse, dry, and freeze in single layers in plastic for long term storage

         
4. Dry and store in airtight containers up to three years

CULTIVARS

‘Elliott’ Zone 4-7   5’-6’Height

Slow growing native variety with fruit ripening July-September. It has beautiful crimson fall color. This variety needs cross-pollination. It is best to have three different varieties for cross- pollination.

‘Legacy’ Zone 5-8   6’Height
Vigorous, upright, and slightly spreading blueberry that may hold its’ leaves in the winter.  The foliage can stay green or turn a vibrant bright orange. It is a heavy producer of medium-large, lite blue berries. It is rated as having one of the best flavored fruit.

‘Blueray’ 4’-6’ Height
This variety fruits early in the midseason, producing small, tight clusters of large, medium blue berries that resist cracking. The fruit has a sweet, slightly tart flavor. This blueberry is a vigorous grower highlighted by bright red wood in the winter.

‘Patriot’ Zone 3-7
This variety is a low grower, spreading to about 4’. It is adaptable to various soil types and can also handle wetter soil conditions. It features fiery orange fall color.  The dark blue berries are rich in flavor.

 ‘Northsky’ Zone 3-7   12”-18” Height x 36” Width   Half-Highbush

 
 This is a low spreading variety with dense foliage. It features red fall color and small to medium light blue berries with an excellent wild flavor.

 ‘Tophat’ Zone 3-7     11/2’Height x 11/2’Width

 
 This is a dwarf variety with pea-sized, light blue berries. It is great for containers.

PESTS

           Fruit worms- Bonide Thuricide
           Blueberry maggot /fruit fly-Malathion (following July)

           Plum curculio-Malathion (following spring immediately after bloom)

           Leafrollers-Malathion

           Scale-Malathion (active young)/horticultural oil (following spring)

DISEASES

           Mummy berry-No chemical control

           Fruit  rot-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (following spring)

           Botrytis blossom-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (at first sign of  disease) 

