Wallitsch Nursery & Garden Center
2608 Hikes Lane

Louisville, KY 40218

502-454-3553

APPLE TREE CARE SHEET
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Zone 3-10 
Average Growth

Deciduous Tree

Full Sun               
Average Moisture

Fragrant Flowers

PLANTING
1. Needs well-drained, slightly acidic soil

2. Choose a sunny, protected site-a gentle slope will provide good drainage

3. Will not tolerate salinity

4. Use two or more cultivars, blooming at the same time, for cross-pollination

5. Plant with the graft  2” above the soil line and space trees accordingly

6. NO food at planting

CARE
1. At planting, cut back tree by 1/3 just above a bud
2. Cut back any branches up to 1/3 to a bud facing out

3. Mulch in circle to dripline but keep away form trunk

4. Check watering during dry spells

5. Protect trees from late frosts-flowers and fruitlets damaged below 30 F

6. Train to a central leader then thin branches to 1’-2’ apart

7. Prune moderately when dormant

8. Thin to one apple per spur

9. Feed mature trees with low nitrogen food

10. Trees will bear fruit in 3-5 years-ripening occurs 70-180 days from bloom

11. Clean up any dropped fruit and debris from the ground
12. After first year, fertilize with 12-12-12, at 1 pound per tree
HARVEST
1. Pick by hand-ripe apples feel firm and separate easily from spur

CULTIVARS
‘Fuji’  Zone 5-8   12’-14’Height
           This variety blooms in mid-April with harvest occurring in mid-October. Fruit ripens in 160 days. Apple trees need different varieties for cross-pollination. “Gala’ can be used with ‘Fuji’. The ‘Fuji’ apple tree requires 350-400 chilling hours below 45 F. The apples are aromatic, sweet, juicy, and crisp. Medium sized with a reddish-green color, this apple variety withstands the summer heat and is the latest ripening southern apple.
‘Gala’   Zone 4-8   20’Height x 22’Wide
           This variety blooms in mid-spring with fruit ripening mid-August thru early September. Apple trees need different varieties for cross-pollination. ‘Fuji’ can be used with ‘Gala’. This tree needs 500 chilling hours below 45 F. The apples are crisp, sweet, juicy, and firm. They are medium sized with a golden yellow skin with a reddish orange blush. ‘Gala’ is able to withstand the summer heat.
‘Granny Smith’  Zone 6-8   12’-14’Height
           This variety blooms in mid-April and ripens in late October thru early November. It needs 400-700 chilling hours below 45 F. It thrives in heat with long summers. This is an all-purpose apple with green skin, firm and crisp flesh, and a tart taste. It is the “classic” pie apple. ‘Granny Smith’ can be cross-pollinated with any other fertile variety of apple tree.

PESTS
           Plum curculios-Sevin (treat active beetles/following spring)
           Tent Caterpillars-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray

           Apple maggots/adult flies-Bonide Borer-Miner Killer (June-September)

           Leafrollers-Sevin (following spring)

           Scale-horticultural oil (dormant season)/Sevin (treat crawlers after bloom)

           Aphids-Sevin (at onset of infestation)

           Pacific flathead borers-Bonide Borer-Miner Killer (at onset)

DISEASES
           Black rot-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (at onset/following spring)

           Sooty blotch, fly speck-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (following spring)

           Scab-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (following spring)

           Cedar Apple Rust-Bonide Fruit Tree Spray (following spring)

           Bacterial ooze-Liquid Copper (following spring/bactericide with

             Streptomycin (spring flowering)

           Powdery mildew-Ortho RosePride Disease Concentrate (at onset/following
             Spring)

           Fire Blight-Bonide Liquid Copper
